
 
 
 
 
 

Safeguarding Children Policy 
 

ReSound Community Choir is a voluntary music making organisation open to all ages. It is a non- profit making 
organisation and a charity. The object of the choir is to advance, improve, develop and maintain public 
education in, and appreciation of, the art and science of music in all its aspects through the presentation of 
public concerts and recitals, and to support charitable purposes through the making of grants and donations, 
and through performance at local charitable institutions. 

 

All Children have a right to protection from abuse, violence and exploitation. 

 

Safeguarding children is synonymous with child protection.  
A child is defined as a person under the age of 18 (The Children Act 1989). 

 

The choir seeks inclusion of young people as members and/or guest performers and to provide an open and 
friendly environment where they feel appropriately safe and protected. The purpose of the policy is to 
safeguard any young person participating in the organisations activities and to this end ensure that: 
 

The welfare of the child is paramount. 
All children, whatever their age, culture, disability, gender, language, racial origin, religious beliefs 
and/or sexual identity, have the right to protection from abuse. 
All suspicions and allegations of abuse will be taken seriously and responded to swiftly and 
appropriately. 
All members have a responsibility to report concerns to one of the nominated people. 
 

Forms of Abuse 

 

Physical abuse 
Physical Abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating, 
or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer 
fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces illness in a child. 
Some things to look for- unexplained or untreated injuries, injuries on unlikely parts of the body, cigarette 
burns, bite or belt marks, scalds, fear of parents being contacted, going home or receiving medical advice, 
flinching when touched, refusal to discuss injury, covering arms and legs. 

 

Emotional abuse 
Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and persistent 
adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to children that they are 
worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another person. It may 
feature age or developmentally inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may include 
interactions that are beyond the child’s developmental capability, as well as over-protection and limitation 
of exploration and learning, or preventing the child in participating in normal social interaction. It may involve 
seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another. It may involve serious bullying, causing children frequently to 
feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of emotional abuse is 
involved in all types of maltreatment of a child, though it may occur alone. 
Possible signs include over-reaction to mistakes, sudden speech disorders, extremes of emotions, self-
mutilation. 

  



Sexual abuse 
Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, including 
prostitution, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical 
contact, including penetrative (e.g. rape, buggery or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts. They may include non-
contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, sexual on-line images, 
watching sexual activities, or encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways. 
Possible signs include pain, itching, bruising or bleeding in genital area, stomach pains, discomfort when 
walking, unexplained sources of money, inappropriate drawings, language or behaviour, or aggressive, 
withdrawn behaviour or fear of one person. 

 

Neglect 
Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to result in 
the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result 
of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to provide 
adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or abandonment), to protect a child from 
physical and emotional harm or danger, to ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate care 
givers) or to ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment It may also include neglect of, or 
unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs. 
Possible signs include poor personal hygiene, constant hunger, inappropriate clothing or dress, constantly 
tiredness, loneliness, having no friends, underweight, no parental support or interest, dishevelled appearance. 
 

Creating a Safe Environment 
ReSound Community Choir has a duty of care to safeguard all participating children from harm.  
The trust will nominate two members to oversee the implementation of the safeguarding policy. The trust will 
ensure that the Named People are kept up to date with child protection issues, resourcing training as 
required. Appropriate first aid equipment will be available. The choir will endeavour to secure advance 
parental consent in writing to act in loco parentis should the need arise to administer emergency first aid 
and/or other medical treatment.  
 

All members should be encouraged to promote the wellbeing and safeguarding of young persons.  
The following are common sense examples of how to create a positive culture and climate. 

 

Treat all young people with respect and take notice of their reactions to your tone of voice and manner  
Work in an open environment- avoid private or unobserved situations and encourage open 
communication. 
Always seek the child’s consent if he/she is very young or disabled and needs help to go to the toilet.  
Remember it is okay to touch children in a way which isn’t intrusive or disturbing to them or to 
observers – but be careful.  
Make sure that any allegations or suspicions are recorded and acted upon.  
Request parental consent if a young person requires transport in member’s cars.  
Keep a written record of any injury that occurs, along with the details of any treatment given.  

 

Try to avoid spending too much time alone with a child, giving a child an unplanned lift in your car or 
taking a child to your home. If some of these situations are unavoidable, try to get parental permission 
first. If this isn’t possible make sure you let parents know what has happened as soon as you can.  

 

Never engage in rough physical games including horseplay. 
Never touch children in an intrusive or sexual manner. 
Never make sexually suggestive comments to a child, even as a joke.  
Never do things of a personal nature that a child can do for themselves, such as going to the toilet or 
changing clothes.  



Responding to allegations or suspicions 

 

It is not the responsibility of any member to decide whether or not child abuse or misconduct has taken place. 

 

Any suspicion that a child has been the recipient of abuse or inappropriate conduct should be reported 
immediately to one of the nominated people, who will take such steps as considered necessary to 
ensure the safety of the child in question and any other child who may be at risk. Do not act without 
seeking help from one of the nominated people. 
The nominated people will refer the allegation to the social services department which may involve the 
police, or go directly to the police for advice if out-of-hours. 
The parents or carers of the child will be contacted as soon as possible following advice from the social 
services department or police.  
Detailed records will be kept regarding any protection issues. 
The nominated people will deal with any media enquiries.  

 
Every effort should be made to ensure that confidentiality is maintained for all concerned.  
Information will be handled and disseminated on a need- to- know basis only, and records will be stored in a 
secure place with limited access to designated people, in line with data protection laws (eg that information is 
accurate, regularly updated, relevant and secure). 
 
Declaration 
On behalf ReSound Community Choir, we, the undersigned, will oversee the implementation of the Child 
Protection Policy and take all necessary steps to ensure it is adhered to. 
 
 
Named People to Sign:  

 
Name: (Named Person)     Name:  
 
Position within:      Position:  
 
Date:        Date: 
 


